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The Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) 

Educational Foundation, Inc., is a tax -exempt 

nonprofit organization under Section 501(c)(3) of 

the Internal Revenue Code established in 1989 

by the Montgomery County Board of Education. 

The MCPS Educational Foundation receives funds 

from estates of deceased persons, charitable 

foundations, government granting agencies, local 

businesses, and helpful citizens. With those 

funds, the MCPS Educational Foundation carefully 

awards funds for projects designed to:  
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¶   Establish scholarships for MCPS students  

¶  Provide academic -enriching opportunities for  
students and staff              

¶   Provide grants to schools for after -school       
extended technology programs  

 

The Montgomery County Public Schools 

Educational Foundation is grateful to AT&T 

and Senator Robert J. Garagiola for the 

support given to enhance two technology 

related programs selected by the Founda-

tionôs Grants Committee led by Mrs. Pen-

nie Abramson.   
 

One of the grant awards was made to Jeff 

Baker, teacher, Seneca Valley High School 

for his grant program entitled Computer 

Access for Everyone (C.A.F.E.). The goal of 

C.A.F.E. is to enable parents and guardians in the Seneca Valley Cluster and 

community members to access computers and learn skills, conduct research, and 

monitor student grades using Edline.  Fifty -six parents were separated into either 

an introductory level lab or a moderate experience level lab.  Those with no com-

puter experience focused on common tools and programs; managing folders and 

files; and customizing the desktop.  Those with some computer usage skills were 

introduced to Excel, PowerPoint, and advanced Internet use for educational and 

career or vocation purposes.  

www.mcpsfoundation.org 
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 Computer Access for Everyone  
(C. A. F. E.)  

    2011 Newsletter  

PEPCO and the MCPS Educational Foundation partnered to find three outstanding stu-

dents for the PEPCO Guiding Light Leadership Program for the 2011 school year.  To 

qualify, students must have graduated from an MCPS high school in June 2011 with a 

minimum 3.0 cumulative grade point average.  A special and mandatory aspect of 

the program was that students attend 3 one -day sessions, during the school day,  

PEPCO Guiding Light Leadership Program  

         (continued on page 7) 



 
 

Academy of Finance Scholarships  
 

The Academy of Finance (AOF) introduces students 

to the broad career opportunities in the financial  

services industry and, in the process, equips them to 

make sound choices for the future.  AOF seniors are 

eligible to receive scholarships to continue their post-

secondary education in a finance - related field.   
 

Begelman Scholarship  

The Begelman Scholarship, established in 2011, is 

awarded to a MCPS graduating high school student 

who demonstrates financial need and academic 

promise.  The award is given annually to one new 

student.  
 

Hazel M. Bratt Language Scholarship  

This award is for a graduating senior from Montgom-

ery Blair High School who is interested in pursuing a 

four or two -year degree in language.  
 

Joseph Byrd Revocable Trust  

This trust provides college scholarships for students 

with financial need who show talent or promise 

(academically or in the performing arts).  The Byrd 

family also seeks students with an interest in envi-

ronmental studies.  The scholarships are awarded to 

students at Poolesville High School.  
 

Cafritz Family Foundation Scholarship  

This award is given to a previous Paul L. Vance or 

Progress Club Scholar who has shown exemplary 

academic progress in order to continue for two more 

years of school.  
 

Elizabeth M. Choate Memorial Scholarships  

Mr. Thomas Choate made this gift to the Foundation 

to establish a scholarship fund named after his 

mother, Elizabeth M. Choate, who was accepted to 

attend college, but was prevented from doing so be-

cause of the Depression of the 1930s. The scholar-

ship provides two $1,000 scholarship grants each 

year to students who attended Thomas Edison High 

School of Technology.  
 

Dr. Brenda Hammond Scholarship  

In 2011, Dr. Brenda Hammond, retired staff develop-

ment teacher, William Tyler Page Elementary School, 

established a scholarship for an African American fe-

male student graduating from the MCPS, who exhib-

its excellence in mathematics and has an interest in 

a future career such as nursing/medical, engineering, 

teaching math, or accounting. The award is given 

annually to one newly graduating student.  
 

Kenneth Logan Memorial Scholarship  

The Logan Memorial Scholarship was established in 

2011 to honor the memory of Gaithersburg High 

School teacher Kenneth Logan.  Students and alumni 

selected for this award must have a reasonable 

chance of success in college and must exemplify the 

ñspiritò of Mr. Logan.  Students must be accepted 

into an accredited postsecondary institution or pro-

gram.  Award sums vary.  

 

Joy Odom Mathematics Scholarship   

This scholarship was established in memory of Joy 

Odom, who was a longstanding employee of Mont-

gomery County Public Schools.  The scholarship is for 

a female graduating senior from John F. Kennedy 

High School.   
 

MCPS Retireesô Association Scholarship 

Scholarships are awarded to employees with financial 

need who are taking coursework to meet academic 

requirements that would assist them in pursuing 

goals that would benefit  MCPS. The award may be 

used toward the cost of tuition, books, or other    

academic expenses.  
 

Dr. Thomas Peters Memorial Scholarship  

This scholarship provides support for Montgomery 

County Public Schools employees to continue their 

education.  
 

Barbara Rossi Community Service Scholarship  

This award was established in memory of Barbara 

Rossi, a former parent volunteer from the Rockville 

Cluster, who died of cancer in 1996.  The scholarship 

award is given every year to a graduating senior at 

Rockville High School who has devoted a significant 

amount of time in service to the community and/or 

to the school.   
 

Ezra Salop Scholarship Award  

This scholarship award is made in honor of Ezra 

Salop, in honor of his graduation and in recognition 

of the importance of continuing education for young 

students.  
 

Sniper Victims Scholarships  

This scholarship was established to provide some 

support funds for the children of the sniper victims to 

attend a college of their choice.  
 

The Don and Mitzie Solberg Scholarship  

In 2005, Don and Mitzie Solberg  established a  

scholarship program for graduating students from 

Richard Montgomery High School to attend a college 

or university of the studentsô choice.   
 

Wilma Watkins Ulmer Scholarship Fund  

This scholarship was established to help Gaithersburg 

High School students attend college.  Wilma Watkins 

Ulmer was a dedicated teacher at Gaithersburg High 

School and retired from her position as assistant 

principal in 1966.  
 

Steve Wolford Memorial Scholarship  

This scholarship is for a graduating senior from  

Rockville High School who will pursue a career in 

construction or, more specifically, carpentry.  The 

student must have financial need and plans to attend  
 

(continued on page 10)  
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Scholarship Programs  
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Educational Foundation Funds 63 Innovative Projects  

 

     Grants totaling $51,103.05 have been awarded to MCPS staff for 63 innovative projects to enhance education for children in 

the 11th year of a program sponsored by the MCPS Educational Foundation. 
 

     Below is a list of the Small Grant recipients and a brief description of the projects, which were completed in the 2010ï2011 

school year: 

(continued on page 4)    

Autism UnitðStacy Ellis, instructional specialist:  $568 for 

Laureate Special Needs Software, a computer program that 

supports the vocabulary development of words learned during 

an instructional lesson.  This program provides highly struc-

tured training of early developing nouns and verbs and will 

continue to provide the added benefit of technology for chil-

dren who have a difficult time with expressive language. 

 

Autism UnitðTina Garland, special education teacher:  

$956.86 for Sensory Integration Materials to purchase sen-

sory integration materials to increase focus and concentration, 

body awareness, balance, and coordination in children with 

autism who have significant sensory needs. This program 

increases the studentsô availability for learning and decreases 

behavioral problems. 
  

Autism UnitðLisa Grant, special education program special-

ist:  $568 for Laureate Special Needs Software, a computer 

program that supports the vocabulary development of words 

learned during an instructional lesson.   
 

Autism UnitðJennifer King, special education elementary 

program specialist:  $989.89 for Programs for Students with 

Autism Spectrum Disorders.  Since reinforcement is vital for 

students in the autism programs, an applied behavioral analy-

sis (ABA), an instructional model, was purchased to increase 

student motivation to learn and achieve. 
  

John T. Baker MSðPatricia Sullivan, special education 

teacher:  $400 for Enhanced MathïUsing Manipulative and 

Virtual Learning. 
 

Lucy V. Barnsley ESðChrista Gordon, gifted and talented/

learning disabled teacher: $720 for Gifted and Talented/

Learning Disabled.  This program serves third, fourth, and 

fifth grade students and provided students with access to a 

rigorous curriculum while providing accommodations and 

compensatory strategies  and increasing skills.                                   

Bethesda ESðMelissa Donaldson, special education teacher:  

$667.46 for Bethesda Elementary School Special Education 

to help struggling students to learn how to manage percep-

tions about thoughts and feelings.  Social skills and strategies 

are an integral part of successful cooperative work in the 

school setting.  

James Hubert Blake HSðPatricia Kompare, ESOL teacher:  

$250 for Blakeôs International Authors to expand Blake High 

Schoolôs International Authors program.  ESOL students cre-

ate poems and vignettes in class while participating in the 

complete writing process.  The students brainstormed, com-

posed drafts, proofread their own work, and provided peer 

editing before completing and publishing their work.  

  

Cabin John MSðKara Farrell, special education teacher:  

$700 for Increasing Cognitive & Motor Development with a 

Treadmill to provide frequent opportunities for students to 

practice walking at a continuous pace to increase their mobil-

ity.  Students who have limited mobility need additional oppor-

tunities to walk and perform weight-bearing exercises.  
  

Clarksburg HSðMegan Hartman, teacher:  $969 for Brain 

Pop, an internet application, animated short segment lesson 

that includes a video segment on specific topics related to all 

core subjects and topics related to the MCPS curriculum.   
 

College Gardens ESðWendy Eldred, ESOL teacher:  $500 

for Family Math Night at College Gardens ES.  The goal of 

this program was to make families aware of how math is 

taught, how manipulatives are used, and how to talk about 

math using math discourse. Families were provided with take-

home materials and manipulatives.  

 

Department of Curriculum and Instruction, Science, Tech-

nology and EngineeringðAmy Gensemer, content specialist: 

$956 for Advanced Technology Courses, a program with four 

study components of the Designed World, including informa-

tion technology, agriculture and bio-related technologies, medi-

cal, and entertainment/recreation, with each unit offering spe-

cific lessons.   
 

Dr. Charles R. Drew ESðHelen Weisel, special educator:  

$515 for Word Problems with Critical Thinking to purchase 

wooden cubes and art materials for 140 students who partici-

pated in a unit that included concepts of symmetry, equality, 

and sameness, as well as math concepts of equivalence in word 

problems. 
 

Thomas Edison HS of TechnologyðAmy Johnson, job place-

ment coordinator:  $1,000 for SkillsUSA, a program that pro-

vides students to prepare and participate in competitions at the 

local, regional, state, and national level as members of       

SkillsUSA, a national organization for Career Technology Edu-

cation programs. 
 

Thomas Edison HS of TechnologyðAmy Johnson, job place-

ment coordinator:  $1,000 for Restaurant Management.  After 

completing a two-year course in restaurant management, stu-

dents must take the ServeSafe Food Protection Managersô Li-

censing Exam. This program allowed 22 students an opportu-

nity to take the exam.   

  

Albert Einstein HSðJames Colihan, teacher:  $1,000 for 

Foundations of Technology. Students used Kelvin Kubes to 

learn mechanical sketching used in design.  Students explored 

and developed a deep understanding of the attributes of design 

and developed skills by using the design process to solve tech-

nological problems, while learning about safety.  
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Small Grants (continued from page 3) 

 

Blair G. Ewing CenterðDianne Bisselle, special education 

resource teacher:  $1,000 for Model Learning Center to pur-

chase dictionaries and vocabulary resource materials to sup-

port instruction at the Model Learning Center.   
 

Fairland ESðAmanda Williams, physical education teacher: 

$979 for Head Start: Building Better Brains through Physical 

Fitness.  This program provided opportunities for children to 

develop their fitness levels, self-awareness, self-esteem, and 

social skills while establishing neural pathways to enhance 

their reading and writing skills. 

Forest Knolls ESðSusan Michal, teacher:  $458.82 for Hot 

Off the Press, Our Environment is Under Stress, a program 

that educated students through a comprehensive, scientific 

journey about our environment and our role as citizens. 
 

Robert Frost MSðMichael McGough, teacher: $468 for 

Bumper Project for 6th Grade Sudden Impact Unit.  Students 

invented, designed, and built prototype bumpers.  The re-

quested equipment was used to test and collect critical data to 

help students understand velocity and impact force in a colli-

sion.   

Georgian Forest ESðNsombi Brown and Kendra Jeffers, 

teachers: $800 for Inquiring Minds Want to Know, an innova-

tive school and community-based program to foster scientific 

inquiry at an early age which will enhance student achieve-

ment and igniting and maintaining an interest in science.  

Students developed testable questions. 
  

Georgian Forest ESðMatthew Wells, teacher:  $200 for 

Accelerated Math Technology Integration to enhance stu-

dentôs skills and learning new approaches to express answers, 

using graphing calculators and the schoolôs Promethean 

Boards.     
 

William B. Gibbs, Jr. ESðTraci Blumberg, special educa-

tion resource teacher: $969.91 for Corrective Reading and 

Read Naturally Intervention.  This program implemented a 

home school model delivery of special education services, 

serving students with mild to moderate disabilities, including 

learning disabilities, autism, attention deficit disorder, and 

language impairments.  The goal of the program was to bring 

the students up to grade level. 
 

William B. Gibbs, Jr. ESðDana Walker, occupational 

therapist: $579.17 for Preschool Education Program and Pre

-Kindergarten to purchase Handwriting Without Tears mate-

rials to support the prewriting and emergent skills in children 

in the preschool/prekindergarten classes at William B. Gibbs, 

Jr. ES.  The siteôs occupational therapist trained the teachers 

and paraeducators to effectively incorporate the use of the 

materials in the daily lives of students. 
 

Goshen ESðCrista Horn, reading specialist: $997.83 for 

Goshen Grizzly Letôs Move Club, an after-school program for 

Grade 3 through Grade 5 students, modeled after Michelle 

Obamaôs National campaign to raise healthier kids. Students 

were educated about nutrition and were given a take-home 

log to record their exercise and eating habits for a week.  The 

program taught students about healthy living and goal setting. 

 

 

 

Goshen ESðKristina DeBold and Tammy Monarch, teach-

ers: $944.56 for Goshen Grizzly Basic Facts Masters, a pro-

gram that provided kits to parents with hands-on materials, 

flash cards, manipulatives, and games to support first grade 

activities while engaging parents. 

Greenwood ESðSusan Newman, art teacher: $565.32 for 

Sculpture to purchase of wood pieces and bases to teach stu-

dents about Alexander Calderôs asymmetrically balanced wire 

sculptures in a MCPS science unit to enrich the studentsô con-

cepts about balance.  
 

Kemp Mill ESðAdrienne Browne and Brenda Browne, spe-

cial education resource teacher:  $930 for Writing Across 

Curriculum to   implement Alpha Smart Neos in the curricu-

lum for students with disabilities and special education needs.  

Through this assistive technology students improved their 

writing skills. 
 

Kingsview MSðRosemary deRosa, teacher:  $500 for Fam-

ily and Consumer Sciences to purchase polar fleece fabric to 

make baby blankets, hats, gloves, and scarves for the home-

less and puppets for children at the Childrenôs Place in-

Bethesda.  Four hundred students rotated through the pro-

gram.   
 

Stephen Knolls CenterðLucy Nolan, physical therapist:  

$2,775 for Moving with Ease to purchase a piece of equip-

ment to allow a student to sit with a tray that permits ódeskô 

activities.  The equipment enables the student to transition 

from sitting to an upright standing position, allowing in-

creased social interactions with peers.  

Lakelands Park MSðKay Caviness, alternative teacher:  

$1,000 for Get Smart at Lakelands Park to purchase online 

courses Brainology® for 20 students who are enrolled in the 

ALT 1 program.  Through the program students learned con-

cepts through the use of technology. Self-efficacy and moti-

vation to learn were enhanced. 
 

Col. Zadok Magruder HSðKelly Gallo, science teacher: 

$1,800 for Solar Car Races, a program that was enhanced by 

a special one-time grant from AT&T to purchase solar car 

kits to instruct students about alternative energy sources.  

Students were paired and they collaborated on drawings of 

their final solar car designs, a summary of their carôs perform-

ance, an explanation of solar technology, a prediction of how 

solar cars could help humans reduce fossil fuel use, and a 

description of the drawbacks or difficulties in producing a 

solar car. 
 

Maryvale ESðJenny Cangilla, special education teacher:  

$900 for Comprehensive Autism Preschool Program to ex-

pand therapeutic equipment to provide vestibular input for 

preschool children who have autism to activate the central 

cortex and regulate body awareness.  This program helped 

improve studentsô processing and availability for learning to 

enable them to strive to achieve their full potential.   
 

Maryvale ESðLeah Drozdowciz, school counselor:  $575 

for Anti-Bullying Program to provide anti-bullying assem-

blies to increase awareness about bullying and provide stu-

dents with an understanding and skills to stop bullying behav-

ior from occurring at school and elsewhere.   
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Miss Leah Drozdowicz, school 

counselor, Marylvale Elemen-

tary School, was awarded a 

Small Grant for her program 

entitled, Kids on the Block .  

The purpose of the program 

was to provide students with a 

fun and informative assembly 

about bullying.  Students in 

kindergarten through fifth 

grade were included and the 

program served over 550 students.   
 

Students were taught skills for conflict resolution, to 

be more caring, and to understand how some behav-

iors they may demonstrate could be perceived as bullying.  Puppets were used in the performance and 

the students were very engaged.  The staff at Maryvale Elementary School noted that students were 

more conscientious of their behavior and became more considerate of others after attending the as-

sembly.  

 
 

Kids on the Block  

 

                 Second Grade Sculpture Unit  

 

Solar Cars  

 

Under the direction of Mrs. Susan Newman, art teacher from Greenwood Elementary 

School, the second grade students had a lesson in building sculptures.  The lesson was 

closely related to their science unit on balance.  The MCPS Educational Foundation pro-

vided funding for the materials that were used for the students to design their creation.  

In addition, the classes discussed the properties of sculpture as a three -dimensional art 

form and how to use a variety of materials.   

  

    

Mrs. Kelly Gallo, science teacher, Col. Zadok Magruder 

High School, received funding with additional support 

from AT&T for her program entitled Solar Car Races .  

Students enjoyed working in teams to construct their 

cars from kits, collaborating on their solar car design, 

and making predictions about how solar energy could 

impact society by reducing the use of fossil fuel.   The 

goal was to teach students about alternative energy 

sources and to consider 

the obstacles and ideas 

for improving how a solar 

car could be produced.  

Although race day met 

with weather misfortunes, 

students shared in a fun 

learning experience and 

witnessed their solar carôs 

performance.  


